NEWS OF THE   TAKING OP NULES.
of Villa Tleal, where they put all to the sword "What would have iurnished another with terror, mspned his lordship with a thought as fortunate as it was successful The earl rides up to the very gates of the town, at the head of his party, and peremptonly demands the chief magistrate, or a priest, immediately to be sent out to him, and that under penalty of being all put to the sword, and used as the enemy had used those at Villa Heal the day or two before The troops, that had so lately left the place, had left belaud them nioi e ten or than men, which, together with the peremptoiy demand of the earl, soon produced some piiests to wait upon the geneial By their leadiness to obey, the earl veiy justly imagined fear to be the motive , wherefore, to improve then teuoi, he only allowed them six minute's time to iesol\e upon a sunendei, telling them th<it otheiwise, so soon as his aitilleiy was come up, he would lay them undei the utmost extiemitics The priests returned with this melancholy message into the place , and in a \eiy shoit time alter the gates weie tin own open Upon the call's cntiance, he found two humhed hoise, which weie the oiigmal ol his loidship's forming that body 6f horse, which afterwards pio^ed the1 saving ol Valencia
The news ol the taking of Nules soon overtook the flying enemy , and so increased the apprehensions of their dangei, that they renewed then march the same day 5 though what they had taken before would have satisfied them much better without it On the other hand, the earl was so well pleased with his success, that, leaving the enemy to fly befoie their f eai s, he made a short turn towai ds Castillon de la Plana, a consuleiablc, but open town, wheie his loidship fuim&hed himself with four hundred horses more, and all this under the assuianee that his tioops were duving the enemy befoie them out of the kingdom Hence he sent ordeis to Colonel Pieice's regiment at Vmaios to meet him at Oropesa, a place at no gicat distance , where, when they came, they were veiy pleasingly snrpused at their being well mounted, and furnished with all accoutrements nccessaiy After which, leaving thorn cantoned in walled towns, wh^re they could not be distuibed without artillery, that indefatigable general, leaving them full oiders, went on his way towards Tortosa
At Vinaros the eatl jnet with advice, that the Spanish raihtm of the kingdom of Valencia wei e assembled, and had